FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

DID YOU
KNOW!

Your
support
makes a
difference
in the lives
of girls.

InVest
in the
Growth of
Girl Scouting

Why ask parents? Why don’t you ask corporations and foundations instead? We do
ask corporations and foundations for support. However, these major donors always ask if
our membership base families are giving to their full capacity to demonstrate full
commitment. Foundations and corporations give after we give.
We paid the membership fee for our daughter to join and our daughter pays troop
dues. Where does that money go? The membership fees paid at the time of
registration go directly to Girl Scouts of the USA, which provides activity insurance,
program and management support to the council. Troop dues remain within the troop
and are used to support trips, travel and expenses of the troop. Registration fees and
troop dues are not used to support council services.
We buy Girl Scout cookies and support product sales, doesn’t that count for our
“share” of support? Thank you for supporting our very necessary Girl Scout sale
programs. As you know, by participating in these programs, girls learn presentation skills,
how to money management, goal setting and budgeting. The council is working hard to
expand sources of income by applying for grants and foundation support and is looking
for ways to build its endowment fund to secure our future. As a public charity, one-third
of our support should come from contributions or receipts from activities related to our
exempt function. Sales of products do not count towards this requirement so the
ongoing financial support of our member friends and families is vital.
My daughter pays to participate in a council event. Doesn’t that help pay for these
services? Yes, but there are many costs associated with all events – such as food,
program activity supplies, and site rental fees. These items far exceed the fee paid by the
girl and her family. Also, there are less obvious costs – such as administrative, security,
postage and printing.
My daughter or troop does not utilize the camp properties. Is my support necessary?
Yes. The council relies upon the support of every Girl Scout family to sustain the total
program which also includes the management and maintenance of all of its facilities and
properties.
I give a lot of my time as a volunteer. Isn’t that enough? The gift of time is invaluable.
We appreciate it and Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson could not survive without it! You,
as a volunteer, provide what money cannot buy. And, as a volunteer, you are
demonstrating that you believe in the value of Girl Scouting. But the council cannot
continue to serve you and our girl members, as well as meet its overall operating
expenses, without your financial support.

