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A Letter from the Board President 
 
I hope you and yours are healthy and safe.  
 
Thank you for your service as a Delegate or Alternate Delegate for 
Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson (GSHH), for your commitment to ou  
Movement, and for your willingness to serve during this eventful 
year.   
 
In case you missed our 14th Annual Meeting, here is a brief recap. 
 
GSHH held its second virtual Annual Meeting April 22 with a  
quorum of 71 voting members representing 50 service units.   
In addition to the election of the Board of Directors Executive 
Committee, new Board Directors and new Board Development 
Committee members, we heard from a number of people about  
the state of our Council: 

• President’s report was provided 
• Kim Barnett of the Board Governance Committee spoke  

about the work of the Governance Committee, focusing on 
education, transformation, communication, and connection, 
as well as a brief recap of the 55th National Council  
Session 

• Board Treasurer Sue Pulcare gave the Treasurer’s Report  
for Fiscal Year 2020 

• Carol Vergara, Board Property Committee Co-Chair,  
reported on continued implementation of the Master  
Property Plan, reviewing the various properties sold since 
2016  

• Marie Reger gave her CEO remarks.   
 
You can find more details in the 2019/2020 Annual Report that  
you received in your Annual Meeting packet. It’s also available on  
the GSHH website. 
 
As we move through 2021, please continue to share your ideas, 
thoughts, concerns, and questions with us. We are here for you. 
 
Yours in Girl Scouting, 
Fay Casatuta 
Board President 
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“Scouting rises within you and 
inspires you to put forth your 
best” – Juliette Gordon Low 

Delegate Calendar 
2021 

 

Nov 8, 2021 
Fall Delegate Meeting 
 

June 3, 2021 
Spring Delegate Meeting 
(Virtual) 

 

 



 

Governing Bodies 

To get a better understanding of the governing bodies, or the people who 
formulate the policy and direct the affairs of an organization, it is  
important to understand the role and responsibilities of each member as 
illustrated below for both our Council and GSUSA. 

 

For GSHH, our governing body starts with the Board of Directors, which  
is comprised of both Girl and Adult Directors who serve a 1-3 year term 
depending on their assigned role. The next layer is the Delegate Body  
which is made up of Service Unit Delegates, National Delegates and  
Council Delegates, all whom serve a vital role as the primary  
communication link between the Girl Scout members, community  
networks and the GSHH Board of Directors. Delegates gather opinions  
about governance matters, elect board members, Board Development 
Committee members and National Delegates, and approve changes  
to the Council’s bylaws. 

For GSUSA, there are two main bodies, the National Board and the  
National Council. Composed of 30 individuals from private to  
nonprofit sector, and from across the United States, the National Board  
of Directors guides the Girl Scout Movement. Additionally, there are  
three non-board members of the National Board Development Committee 
who work in partnership with the National Board throughout the  
triennium. 

Membership of the National Council consists of the following with at least 
four-fifths of the entire body of delegates coming from local Councils and 
from USA Girl Scouts Overseas: 

• Delegates elected by GS Councils (currently there are 112)  
who are registered through their local Council 

• Delegates from the USA Girl Scouts Overseas 
• Members of the National Board of Directors 
• Members of the National Board Development Committee 
• Past Presidents of GSUSA 
• Other persons who are elected by the National Council 

 



 

Spring Delegate Meeting 

Delegates and Alternate Delegates will convene virtually  
June 3rd to learn about and discuss matters affecting the Council.   
We’re looking forward to seeing you then!  

Welcome New Service Unit Delegates & Alternates 

Welcome aboard to our new Service Unit Delegates and Alternates!   
You are joining your fellow Council Delegates – established Service Unit 
Delegates and Alternates, Board Development Committee members, and 
National Delegates and Alternates – in an important governance role for 
GSHH. It is this delegate body that is charged with providing input and 
disseminating information. In your role, you will educate, engage, and 
advocate. 

 

 

 

UK’s first female Member of Parliament 

 

 



 

GSUSA 56th National Council Session – July 2023 

We can’t wait to gather again safely in person for our 56th National  
Council Session (NCS), which will take place in Orlando, Florida,  
in July 2023 (exact dates to be announced). 

At the 55th NCS held virtually this past October, the National Council 
approved a constitutional amendment on Consistency in Delegate Terms 
(Article IV) Section 7 for Councils to elect National Delegates in the  
calendar year preceding the NCS and then serve as members of the  
National Council for three years from the date of their election or  
until their successors are elected.   

This means GSHH will elect our National Delegates at our 2022 Annual 
Meeting. Join us at the June 3 Delegate meeting to learn more! 

 

Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson –  
Service Units by County  

 

 

“I don’t go by the rule book. I lead from the 
heart, not the head.” – Princess Diana 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Announcing the Launch of the New Governance Page 

We’ve got a new look and are very excited to announce the launch of our  
newly designed Governance & Delegates page on the GSHH website!   
Visit us at https://bit.ly/3nRIYF1 . 

 

 

Our goal with this new page is to provide you an easier way to learn about  
GSHH governance and to browse delegate information based on your needs  
and choices. The new page gives better access to meeting dates, delegate 
responsibilities, governance documents, Delegate Newsletters, and  
much more!   

 

 

Take a “stroll” through the page and let us know what you think!  Have an  
idea for additional content?  Email us at delegates@girlscoutshh.org .  
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Board of Director Announcements 

Thank you for supporting the Board Slate at our Spring Annual Meeting!  Our 
new Board Directors are excited to join the Board and to begin their Board 
service. Likewise, our new Board Development Committee members are ready 
to hit the ground running.   

 

Board Officers 

Fay Casatuta President 

Carol Vergara First Vice President 

Christina Ho Second Vice President 

Jolene Borell Treasurer 

Barbara Londa Secretary  
 

Members at Large 

Kim Barnett 

Michael Bruno 

Nicole Canada 

Cathy Corbin 

Christine Drasba 

Lisa Gariolo 

Molly McGarity* 

Michele Pollack-Rich 

Randi Rios-Castro 

Anna May Wiede  

Ariel Yarmus* 

Jean Zappia 

* Girl Directors 

Marie Reger, CEO, serves Ex-Officio 

 

 
Board Development Committee 
 

Patricia Allen 
Kim Barnett 
Miriam Beveridge 
Jolene Borell 
Tamara Hanlon 

Victoria Hochman 
Barbara Londa, Chair 
BK Munguia 
Judith Silverman 

 

 
 

“You have to accept whatever comes and the only important thing is 
that you meet it with COURAGE and with THE BEST THAT YOU HAVE 
TO GIVE.” -  Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Leadership is about making others better as a result of your presence and making sure that 
impact lasts in your absence.” – Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook 

 



 

 

Girl Scout Alums – A Lifetime of Courage, Confidence & 
Character  

The Girl Scout Research Institute (GSRI) recently conducted a national study 
with 1,000 Girl Scout alums, 800 women who were never Girl Scouts, and 922 
Gold Award Girl Scout alums. With over 50 million strong, the Girl Scout alum 
community provided some impressive statistics to further strengthen what we 
already knew – girls empowered at a young age become our future women 
leaders. 

Your role as either a Service Unit Delegate or Alternate is another example of  
how women using their leadership skills to learn the importance of governance.  
As noted in the Preamble to the Constitution of Girl Scouts of the United States  
of America, “the ultimate responsibility for the Girl Scout Movement rests with its 
members.” Governance is the vision for the organization, ensuring the mission 
and values of Girl Scouting by providing strategic direction, fiduciary oversight  
and leadership for our Council. 

So, use your voice as a delegate to bring the concerns of the membership to the 
attention of the GSHH Board of Directors and Council staff. And help to continue 
the legacy of girl leadership by making a difference within the Girl Scout 
community and beyond. 

 

 

 

  



 

“If your actions create a legacy that 
inspires others to dream more, learn 

more, do more and become more, 
then, you are an excellent leader.” –  

Dolly Parton 
 
 
 
 

 

Want to Catch Up? 

Past issues the Delegate Newsletter can be found on the Structure page of 
the GSHH website - Past Issues of Delegate Newsletter 

 

Your Opinion Counts! 

We love hearing from all of our delegates! Please continue to share your 
ideas, questions and suggestions for content in this newsletter by sending an 
e-mail to delegates@girlscoutshh.org.  

 
Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson, Inc. 

2 Great Oak Lane 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Customer Care:  
1-855-232-GSHH (4744) 

 
https://www.girlscoutshh.org/ 

 
Customercare@girlscoutshh.org  

 

 

https://www.girlscoutshh.org/en/our-council/our-structure.html
mailto:delegates@girlscoutshh.org
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