
 
 
August 12, 2020 
 
 
Dear Girl Scouts,  
 
I hope you are doing well. I am reaching out to share news that Sylvia Acevedo, CEO of GSUSA, will be 
stepping down from the organization as of August 15.  
 
Sylvia propelled the Movement forward in many ways and while we are sad to see her leave, we remain 
as focused as ever on our enduring mission to build girls of courage, confidence, and character.  
 
As Sylvia moves on, longtime National Board member Judith Batty, will be stepping up to lead the 
organization as interim CEO. 
 
I am sure you have a lot of questions about the transition and what it might mean for you, but first let 
me start out by saying that for Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson nothing is changing and we are excited to 
meet and work with Judith Batty.  
 
For those of you who don’t know Judith, she is a lifelong Girl Scout and a trailblazing leader with a 
decades-long career spent delivering results. In her nearly thirty year career as senior legal counsel and 
an executive for a Fortune 100 corporation, she became the first woman and first Black general counsel 
to one of the company’s overseas affiliates. Judith served as a two term national board member and this 
term served on the Executive Committee and as International Commissioner. 
 
During her first term on the Board, she led a Task Force that reimagined the cookie program from baker 
to Girl, reinvigorating this cornerstone of the organization. Most recently, she co-led the Board’s COVID-
19 Strategic Response Task Force, working with her colleagues to develop the critical strategic plans that 
will allow the organization to weather this crisis and continue supporting the 2.5 million Girl Scouts. 
 
Judith’s experience makes her extremely qualified to help the Girl Scouts transition into our next 
chapter and continue to serve our enduring mission to build girls of courage, confidence and character 
who want to make the world a better place. 
 
After hearing from Judith earlier this week, she let us know that she will be doing a listening tour with 
Councils across the country. I’d be happy to share more information as I have it if you’d like to 
participate.  
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at any time. 
 
Thank you for continuing to be a vital part of the Movement. 

Yours in Girl Scouting, 



 
Marie Reger 
CEO 
Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson, Inc. 


